
Materials
We Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow Crayons

Gluestick Scissors

Tree Trunk Handout Flipbook Handouts

Objectives

Tree Benefits

I can answer questions about key details in a story to show my
understanding of We Planted a Tree.
I can identify the main ideas in a text by describing the different benefits of
trees shown in the story.
I can describe connections between ideas in the story and real life, such as
how trees help people and animals.

Anticipatory Set
Show students the cover of We Planted a Tree. Ask students:

Why do you think people plant trees?
What do you notice about the cover? What clues does it give you about the
story?



Share with students that we will be reading this story to learn about the many
ways trees help and provide for us. 

Introduction
Read We Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow aloud to the class. Pause at key
moments to ask guiding questions:

Encourage students to make connections between the story and their own
experiences with trees.

Guided Practice
Have students participate in a turn-and-talk to discuss the benefits of trees that
they learned about in the book. Lead a whole-class discussion where students
share their responses.

Guide students to group benefits into simple categories, such as:
Food
Shade and cooling
Clean air
Homes for animals

Record student responses on chart paper or the board.

Independent Practice
Distribute the Flipbook Handouts. Have students match the pictures on their
tree toppers to the categories you shared on the chart paper. 

Once students have completed this activity, they can now color and cut out
their tree trunk and tree tops. 



To assemble to flipbook, students will need to fold each of their tree tops in
half and glue them back-to-back. 

This video link demonstrates how to fold and glue the top of the tree
together. 

The finished flipbook should look like this once it is assembled. 

Closure
Conduct a closing reflection:

What is one new way we learned that trees help us?
Why would it be important for us to have trees on our school campus?
Why would it be important for us to have trees in our community?
Why is it important to take care of trees?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15WfOiUkQgZByv4artkoEEkFjZPbNoMq0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15WfOiUkQgZByv4artkoEEkFjZPbNoMq0/view?usp=sharing
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Thanks for downloading! 
Please check out batonrougegreen.com/programs/canopy_kids

 for more awesome tree related information and lessons. 

https://batonrougegreen.com/programs/canopy_kids

